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Student on bicycle 
fatally struck in 
hit and run 

Waco police say a 
Baylor University student 
was killed while bicycling 
with his girlfriend when 
a vehicle struck him and 
then fl ed.

Police say that 19-year-
old David Grotberg was hit 
late Thursday night. Police 
say witnesses told offi cers 
that the vehicle was 
traveling at a high rate of 
speed when it struck the 
bicyclist. The driver didn’t 
stop and fl ed the scene.

Grotberg’s girlfi end, also 
a Baylor student, was not 
injured but she did see the 
crash.

Grotberg, who is from 
Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 
was taken to a hospital 
where he was pronounced 
dead.

FORT WORTH

WACO

Woman charged 
in death of infant 
found under sink

A 26-year-old Fort Worth 
woman has been arrested 
and charged with injury to 
a child by omission for the 
death three years ago of 
her newborn found hidden 
under a bathroom sink.

Police spokesman 
Sgt. Marc Povero tells the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 
that Shaquita Galloway’s 
child died from what’s 
believed to be a lack of 
necessary medical care.

Galloway in 2013 went 
to a Fort Worth hospital 
for treatment of bleeding 
and care providers there 
determined she’d recently 
given birth to a full-term 
baby. They called police 
who found the child’s 
body.

She was in jail Thursday 
on $5,000 bond. Court 
records didn’t indicate she 
had an attorney.

HUNTSVILLE

Killer of Dallas-
area real estate 
agent gets 
execution date

A North Carolina parolee 
on Texas death row for 
the slaying 10 years ago 
of a suburban Dallas real 
estate agent whose body 
was found in a model 
home has received an 
execution date.

Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice 
spokesman Jason Clark 
says the prison agency 
has received notice that 
a judge in Collin County 
has set 36-year-old Kosoul 
Chanthakoummane for 
lethal injection on 
Jan. 25. The U.S. 
Supreme Court this week 
refused an appeal from 
him.

He’d served time 
in North Carolina for 
aggravated kidnapping and 
robbery and was paroled to 
Dallas to live with relatives. 
He was arrested for the 
death of 40-year-old real 
estate agent Sarah Walker, 
who was found stabbed 
33 times in a model 
home in McKinney, about 
30 miles north of Dallas.

Got a news tip? The 
Monitor is always ready to 
listen. Call (956) 683-4444 
to point us in the right 
direction.
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Associated Press reports

Sheriff’s office shuts down illegal gambling room

Underwater robotics

Judge delays 
decision in 
Starr County 
JP case

Local educators collaborate with private sector to better understand STEM
BY DANYA 
PEREZ-HERNANDEZ 
STAFF WRITER

McALLEN — The second 
cohort of Rio Grande Val-
ley professors and teach-
ers are receiving training 
on how to better engage 
and understand the skills 
needed by students in the 
fi elds of STEM — science, 
technology, engineering 
and mathematics.

About 75 educators 
gathered Thursday and 
Friday for the new Texas 
Regional STEM Degree 
Accelerator program host-
ed by South Texas College 
through an $800,000 grant 

by the Education Foun-
dation, a public-private 
partnership seeking to in-
crease STEM workforce in 
the state. 

The college initially re-
ceived a $16,000 grant 
in 2015 to develop the 
proposal, which was ap-
proved and the fi nal grant 
was awarded in February. 
The college proposed cre-
ating partnerships with 
local school districts, em-
ployers and other higher 
education institutions to 
try to better understand 
and prepare students for 
jobs in nursing and com-
puter science, two of the 
most in-demand jobs in 

the area. 
“No one is going to do 

this alone,” said STC Presi-

dent Shirley Reed in Feb-
ruary. “It’s going to take 
the best thinking and the 

commitment of all the in-
stitutions, and we selected 
them because we know
they are going to deliver.” 

The college partnered
with seven Valley school 
districts, including La
Joya, Pharr-San Juan-Al-
amo and Edinburg, and 
with Texas A&M Kingsville, 
the University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley, Region One
Education Service Center,
RGV Focus, Rio Grande
Regional Hospital, Infra-
gard RGV Members Alli-
ance and Workforce So-
lutions of Cameron and 
Hidalgo County. 

BY BERENICE GARCIA 
STAFF WRITER

RIO GRANDE CITY —
Starr County Justice of the
Peace Salvador Zarate was
in court again this week
after testing 
positive for 
cocaine.

Z a r a t e , 
who was 
convicted of 
bribery but 
a c q u i t t e d 
on a charge 
of cocaine 
possession in April, was
sentenced to fi ve years
probation with 30 days in
jail. He was also ordered
to vacate his position and 
wear a patch used to moni-
tor drug use.

His conviction is cur-
rently on appeal, which
stayed his sentence. How-
ever, he is on bond super-
vision with many of the
same conditions in place.

Zarate tested positive
for a single use of cocaine 
on Sep. 13 and in mid-Au-
gust. A sample collected on 
Aug. 30 tested negative.

But Judge Jose Luis Gar-
za did not issue a decision 
at the hear-
ing, stating 
he was con-
cerned with 
the minimal 
cocaine de-
tected on the 
patch.

“I’m really 
c o n c e r n e d 
with the tes-
timony from 
(the expert witness) about
the supposed cocaine
found in the samples to
where the expert testifi es
at best, at best, there was a 
single use.”

David Kuntz, a forensic
toxicologist, testifi ed by
phone on the results of Za-
rate’s tests.

“The values that we see 
here are not extremely
high,” Kuntz said. “I cer-
tainly cannot support any-
thing higher or more with
any degree of confi dence

BY LORENZO 
ZAZUETA-CASTRO
STAFF WRITER

NEAR EDINBURG — 
Deputies with the Hidalgo 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
shut down another illegal 
game room, according to a 
news release.

Sheriff’s investigators 
arrested three people in 
connection with alleged 

illegal gam-
bling and 
drug-relat-
ed charges 
after an 
ongoing in-
vestigation 
revealed an 
illegal gam-
bling room in rural Edin-
burg, offi cials said. 

Authorities charged 
Mirna Dorantes Gomez, 

46, and Hector David 
Garza, 44, both of Sullivan 
City, each with keeping a 
gambling place, promo-

tion of a gambling place, 
possession of a gambling 
device, the release states.

A third person, Mi-
chael Ernest Morse, 37, of 
Weslaco, was charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance and possession 
of a prohibited weapon, 
offi cials said.

The charges stem from 
the execution of a search 
warrant related to an in-

vestigation that discov-
ered the game room was
illegally paying out cash to
customers, offi cials said.

Wednesday, at about
4 p.m. at a nondescript
building west of Farm-to-
Market Road 493 on High-
way 107, investigators
seized nearly 70 electronic
gambling machines and

BY TRAVIS M. 
WHITEHEAD
STAFF WRITER

HARLINGEN — The 
network of PVC pipe 
looked harmless enough. 

The underwater robot 
sat on the table, static and 
ambivalent, unaware of its 
surroundings.

However, it had the 

power to change lives, 
and its creators were feel-
ing that power Friday at 
the U.S. Navy SeaPerch 
Challenge at HESTEC. 

The students from 
Harlingen High School 
showed off exactly what 
they could do by tak-
ing fi rst place in the 
event with a robot they’d 
worked with for months.

“We put in a lot of hard 
work every day; we dedi-
cated Saturdays,” said 
Vivian Lopez, 17, a se-
nior and president of the 

Photos by Maricela Rodriguez | Valley Morning Star
Teams from schools across the Rio Grande Valley took part in the U.S. Navy SeaPerch Challenge at Harlingen CISD Aquatic Center.  Team 
members carefully maneuvered their robots through underwater course while U.S. Navy offi cers judged their skills. Below left, a student 
maneuvers her underwater ROV during the SeaPerch Challenge which took place at the Harlingen CISD Aquatic Center. 
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Students compete 
in Navy SeaPerch 
Challenge during 
HESTEC at UTRGV

BY VICKY BRITO
SPECIAL TO THE VMS

HARLINGEN — 
After a full day of 
competition, Harlingen 
High School won 
HESTEC 2016’s Navy 
SeaPerch Underwater 
Robotic Challenge, held 
Friday for the fi rst time 
at the Harlingen CISD 
Aquatics Center.

The annual 
competition is part of 
the University of Texas 
Rio Grande Valley’s 
Hispanic Engineering, 
Science and Technology 
Week, which celebrates 
its 15th anniversary this 
year. 

The team’s Remotely 
Operated Vehicle (ROV) 
— the aptly named Red 
Rovr — has been in 
production since early 
September.

“It paid off,” said 
Harlingen High School 

senior Vivian Lopez, 
who also serves as 
team president. “We 
worked day in and day 
out. We did Saturday 
practices. All the hard 
work paid off.”

Though the team 
was tired after the long 
day, they all agreed 
the accomplishment of 
winning was “amazing.”

For HHS sophomore 
Coltin Lopez, and 
juniors Nathan Bauer 
and Ryan Arnold, this 
win is fuel to make 
them even stronger for 
next year’s SeaPerch 
Challenge.

“We want to inspire 
next year’s group to 
work just as hard and 
be just as good,” Arnold 
said. 

Each member of the 
winning team received a 
TI-Nspire CX calculator 

Harlingen High School 
big winners Friday
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The goal is to train 132 
college faculty and 69 dual 
credit teachers who will ul-
timately serve about 30,000 
college students and 15,000 
high school students, offi cials 
estimated. 

This summer, the fi rst co-
hort of about 53 educators 
graduated from the training 
and this cohort will graduate 
in June 2017, since the seven-
day training will continue in 
March and April of next year. 
Then, a third cohort of educa-
tors will be trained through-
out the summer of 2017.

The goal is to entice more 
students into these fi elds 
and also have teachers better 
understand the needs of the 
industry, said Valerie Gamez, 
Texas Regional STEM Degree 
Accelerator grant director.

“It’s not just the classroom 
where you affect your stu-
dents,” Gamez said. “They 
are going to go out into the 
community to look for jobs 
and are they trained, are they 
ready for them, do they have 
those skills? ... We want them 

to stay in the community as 
well, so that’s why we are ex-
tending the pathway.” 

A big part of the training 
is having local employers ex-
plain what is expected from 
students once they enter 
STEM fi elds and give educa-
tors industry tours. This al-
lows them to get a better idea 
of the working environment 
their students can expect, 
she said, and even fi gure 
out other skills they might 
need, such as being able to 
pitch ideas properly and lead 
meetings. 

“It’s practical applications 
where students can see this 
is what I’m going to be doing, 
these are the kinds of things 
that will be expecting of me, 
not just the technical stuff, 
but real-life work skills,” Ga-
mez said.

So far, the response from 
both sides has been positive, 
she said, considering both 
educators and industry lead-
ers are learning from each 
other about how to engage 
and maintain talent in the 
area.

“Both sides — education 
and industry — are looking 
at each other a little bit suspi-

ciously at fi rst and then they 
are going ‘Oh, they will listen 
to us. They do care about 
what we need,” she said. 

dperez-hernandez@
themonitor.com

provided by Texas 
Instruments. 

The top six teams now 
advance to the national 
competition. They are: 
•     FIRST PLACE — Har-
lingen High School.
•     SECOND PLACE — 
Early College High 

School, Harlingen. 
•     THIRD PLACE — San 
Isidro High School.
•     NOT RANKED — Rio 
Hondo High School, Juan 
Diego High School, Los 
Fresnos High School. 

The national competition 
will take place Mother’s Day 
weekend 2017 at a location 
still to be determined. 

engineering club spon-
sored by Paul Tenison. 

The HHS team was one of 
33 from throughout the Val-
ley to compete in this year’s 
SeaPerch. 

The event was held at the 
Harlingen school district’s 
Aquatic Center, 315 N. 77 
Sunshine Strip. 

It was intended to en-
gage students in the STEM 
(Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Mathemat-
ics) fi elds. 

The SeaPerch is part of 
HESTEC — Hispanic En-
gineering, Science, and 
Technology (HESTEC) 
Week, in which the Uni-
versity of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley promotes the STEM 
professions locally. 

Javier Garcia, STEM di-
rector for the Offi ce of 
Community Relations for 
UTRGV, said SeaPerch is an 
important way to generate 
interest in STEM subjects 
among local students.

“It helps them interact 
with university profes-
sors and Navy personnel,” 
Garcia said. “We also had 
United Launch Alliance. 
They see them out there 
and they say, ‘Hey, I can do 
that, too.’”

The event consisted of 
the obstacle course and 
the fi nesse course, Teni-
son said. In the obstacle 

course they had to maneu-
ver through hoops. It was a 
timed race. 

The fi nesse course re-
quired students to manip-
ulate objects such as rings, 
rods, and targets. 

“They were picking them 
up and placing them in a 
certain location,” Tenison 
said. 

He commended his stu-
dents for doing so well.

“We put in a lot of hours 
after school,” he said. “We 
spent a lot of time practic-
ing in the pool.” 

This was the fi rst year 
Dr. Abraham P. Cano 
Academy participated in 
SeaPerch. 

“Everybody’s just trying 
different designs, learn-
ing by trial and error,” said 

Justin Evans, teacher and 
coach of Cano’s Raven 
Robots.

His students seemed 
pretty fi red up over the 
new challenge. 

“I got to do a lot,” said 
Diamond Ortega, 14. “I did 
the wiring. It was actually 
probably easy. Blue to the 
left, orange to the middle. 
I had to solder the wiring.”

In order to protect the 
motor from water, she 
fi lled its container with 
wax. She then placed the 
motor inside and fi lled in 
more wax. 

Tatyana Moore, 14, also 
enjoyed the process with 
the Ravens.

“We actually got to cre-
ate something,” she said. 

The Tigersharks from 

San Isidro — who took
third place — had to
scramble at the last min-
ute because no one would
give them the correct
information about the
challenge. 

“We had to pick up some
wire and PVC pieces,” said
Orlando Perez, 17. “At the
last minute we were able to
do some modifi cations.”

They gestured toward a
piece of PVC sticking out
the back they’d had to heat
up to create a hook. 

“If we had known, we
could have improvised
even more,” Orlando said. 

Early College High
School surprised them-
selves by coming in second
place even though this was
the fi rst year they’d com-
peted. 

“We took 29 zipties and
duct-taped them togeth-
er,” said Daniella Roberts,
17, a senior. 

“We improvised a lot,”
added James Galvan, 17,
also an ECHS senior.

The SeaPerch event used
robotics as a way to teach
innovation. Ironic since
the word robotic conveys
monotonous movements,
unvarying, unchanging
and mindless. To the con-
trary, underwater robots
teach students how to use
science to think creatively. 

twhitehead@
valleystar.com

other than a single use.”
Kuntz, director of Clini-

cal Reference Laboratory 
in Lenexa, Kansas, which 
analyzed Zarate’s drug 
patch, testifi ed the patch 
was designed to detect a 
single use of cocaine.

Defense Attorney J.M. 
“Chuy” Alvarez ques-
tioned Kuntz by challeng-
ing the reliability of the 
sweat patch. 

In his questioning, Al-
varez pointed out that 
Amoxicillin, a penicillin 
antibiotic, 

is believed to potentially 
cause a false-positive for 
cocaine.

“It can result in some 
cases with a positive read-
ing, a positive screening. 
It does not do that on 
confi rmation,” Kuntz re-
plied. “There are billions 
of prescriptions every 
year written for amoxi-
cillin; everyone is identi-
fi ed as negative that takes 
amoxicillin.”

Alvarez revealed that 
much of his infor-
mation was ob-

tained from an online ar-
ticle from 1998.

He also proposed hy-
pothetical scenarios that 
could cause the patch to 
be contaminated, such 
as gasoline fumes, sexual 
transmission or just by 
being diabetic.

Kuntz strongly denied 
that any of those scenari-
os would result in a false 
positive.

“I can assure you that if 
you approach the scien-

tifi c community, 
they would 

all take ob-
jection to 
lay-people 
w r i t i n g 
w h a t e v e r 
t h e y 
w a n t 

without information, no 
scientifi c background 
whatsoever,” Kuntz said.

Zarate then took the 
stand and denied ingest-
ing any drugs or alcohol. 
He stated he never went 
to any bars and he spent 
his time at home with his 
wife.

“I don’t know where this 
is coming from,” he said 
of the positive test results.

Zarate testifi ed he inde-
pendently went to a lab in 
McAllen to get drug tested 
and all tests came back 
negative.

In withholding a deci-
sion, Garza stated he took 

those independent 
tests into con-

siderat ion 
as he con-
s i d e r e d 
t h o s e 
labs to 
be repu-
table.
T h e 

next patch 
removal is 
scheduled 

for Tuesday. 
Garza said 

he will make a 
decision after the 

results of that test 
come in.

bereniceg@
themonitor.com
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nearly $8,000 in cash, the 
release states.

A Hidalgo County Jus-
tice of the Peace formally 
charged the trio Thurs-
day and set their bonds at 
$30,000 each for Gomez 
and Garza and $15,000 for 
Morse, the release states.

Sheriff’s investiga-
tors last raided an illegal 
game room in mid Au-
gust. Investigators raided 
the room Aug. 16 near 
the intersection of Texas 
and North Alamo Roads 

and arrested four people, 
seized nearly 80 electron-
ic gaming machines and 
more than $14,000 in cash. 

“The Hidalgo County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce will con-
tinue to investigate and 
enforce any violations of 
Texas State Law regard-
ing illegal gambling ar-
cades throughout Hidalgo 
County. If you have infor-
mation about any of these 
establishments, you may 
call Hidalgo County Crime 
Stoppers at (956) 668-
8477,” the release states.

lzazueta@themonitor.com
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Maricela Rodriguez | Valley Morning Star
A U.S. Navy offi cer speaks during the U.S. Navy SeaPerch Challenge at the Harlingen CISD Aquatic Center.

WHAT IS SEAPERCH?
It is an innovative underwater robotics program 

that equips teachers and students with the resources 
they need to build an underwater Remotely Operated 
Vehicle (ROV). 

Students build the ROV from a kit comprised 
of low-cost, easily accessible parts, following a 
curriculum that teaches basic engineering and 
science concepts with a marine engineering theme. 

The SeaPerch Program provides students with the 
opportunity to learn about robotics, engineering, 
science, and mathematics (STEM) while building an 
underwater ROV as part of a science and engineering 
technology curriculum. Throughout the project, 
students will learn engineering concepts, problem 
solving, teamwork, and technical applications.

From the SeaPerch website
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